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by Dan Weston 


Starry Starry Night 


Its wonderful how we can reach into our match box of 
memories time and time again and pull out some 
isolated incident and polish it once more for our own 
personal edification. To savour and relish, turn it over 
and over, retracing the moment in time, step by step, 
as we go back to those days of our youth, still at home 
waiting and watching for the door to open to our 
adulthood. Some of us got there too quick with the 
World War II pulling us to it. (CP did it for me), 
returning me to that space intime. 1943, the winters 
didn’t seem unusual, of course if you were as young as 
I was you didn’t have too many winters to compare 
with or to. Most of the days didn’t seem to be too 
dreary especially if there was a goodly amount of 
snow and ice to be used for sliding and skating and all 
of the other adventures that good ole winter time 
afforded. You couldn’t get into too much deviltry in 
this time of year as you could in the warmer part, it 
sort of slowed that process of thinking to only the 
thoughts of keeping warm and active, hot chocolate 
and apple pie, I can smell and taste it now. 

Blackstone Street was still a dirt road, narrow two car 
width and almost unused especially in the Winter time. 
Except for Mr Harper, Winter or Summer he would 
use Blackstone Street traveling the full length in 
second gear in his glorious Buick. Many times he 
would stop,pick me up resume gear, but never made it 
to third by the time we would get to Mechanic Street 
were I would get off and wait for the bus. That was 
before the days of the school bus system that we have 
now, the Johnson Bus Line and Pop Gardner, now 
there’s some stories to tell, but he was a lovable bus 
driver. You didn’t fool and clown around on his 
bus,cause he always said he only drove ladies and 
gentlemen to school, all the others got off. Back to 
Blackstone Street, there was one good hill then, 
granted that you would always slip at the crest and 
slide at least a good ten feet before you could get up.I 
had the bright idea of lugging water from the house to 
the crest and coat it. I forgot to mention there where 


then just three families then on that section of 
Blackstone Street, the Patricks and the Reeds on 
either end, me and my folks in the middle, so it was 
kind of desolate, for no one to bother me as I 
construed a slippery hill for sledding. I can’t take all of 
the credit for the condition of that slope cause Mother 
Nature sure was there urging me on. My Uncle 
Charlie said that afternoon that the Packard couldn’t 
make it up the hill and that he had to go all the way 
around and come in on the other end of Blackstone 
Street. I was proud. Being creatures of the night, we 
all gathered at the crest of the hill. Bill,Gordon, all of 
the Patrick clan, Virginia and a few more names that 
elude me. Mr Patrick had a wooden bob sled, what a 
marveLit looked like it could seat a hundred and a 
monster tearing down the road. Now mind you, no 
flashlights, no lights on the street, just our eager bright 
eyes lighting up the dark and happy voices slicing the 
silence. And we are off, racing each other to see who 
could slide all the way to Mechanic Street. Five, Ten I 
could have sworn I was doing at least fifteen miles an 
hour when the Monster was on me an I had to swerve 
out of its path. Up over an embankment, hanging on 
for dear life, I rolled to the right just in time as my 
Flyer hit a tree. The sled stopped but I kept on flying 
(God help me) I could feel my clothes ripping as I 
whipped by another tree, my glasses dissapeared and 
so did I as I flew into a snow bank. When I recovered 
all I could remember was the stars and the red rings I 
saw for the next few minutes. The tribe gathered 
around laughing and pounding me on the back to 
bring back life, someone found the glasses, unbroken. 
They all marveled that I was all in one piece and 
nothing broken, but my pride was gone. I looked like 
a stranded beggar, bleeding a little from the few 
scratches I gathered while learning how to fly and my 
clothing ripped in the front attesting to the fact that 
pine bark is stronger than wool when pounded 
together. Good friends that they were they all escorted 
me back home, maybe to see me nailed to the cross 
for the damage to the sled and to myself. Those who 
could stay were invited in. A good laugh was had by 
all, hot cocoa was drank,I was mended and pushed 
out again into the night. 


MEMORIES from the 1930s and 1940s 
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TRADITIONS 


The New England Spring Flower Show 
won't be opening this year. How dis- 
appointing for the thousands of 
people who look forward to visiting 
it each year. It was a harbinger of 
spring. The show opened in 1872 and 
ran for 137 years through the many 
recessions and the Great Depression. 

The show was always more than 
welcome after a long, cold, snowy 
winter. We really could use that 
this year. As we walked into the 
building, the smell of spring flowers 
and damp air greeted us, along with a 
display of many golden daffodils. 

We visited the show every year for 
several years. It was held in 
Mechanics Building back then. 
in from the cold and snow, 


Coming 
it seemed 


liked we walked from winter right into 
It gave us a boost to weather 


Spring: 
the rest of winter. Later the show 
was held at Baystate Expo Center. 

Beautiful displays of tulips and 
minor bulbs were arranged in rock 
gardens. Often there would be a 
stream rippling over pebbes into a 
vernal pool. A tape would be playing 
the sound of spring peepers. 

One year there was a small corner 
like one would find by the road side. 
It contained dead leaves, a few wild 
flowers and a discarded bottle and a 
background of lilacs. 

There were rock gardens with many 
flowering bulbs in bloom and azaleas 
off to the side. Many flowering 
trees and shrubs were in bloom and 
placed to look so natural. 

One room was dedicated to cut 
flowers including a beautiful display 
of roses, orchids and carnations. 
Howard's Greenhouses in Milford won 


ribbons each year for the lovely,large 
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Outside the main hall were vendors 
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and many other items. 
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THINGS OF THE PAST 


Some of ,the questions our 
would ask if they could come 
Where is the copper boiler? 
When did women start wearing 
iDo they still wear aprons? 
Why is everyone wearing sneakers? 

'I can't find a wool blanket anyplace. 
\Where"s the cuff on men's pants? 

Why can't I find overshoes or rubbers? 
Why aren't women wearing hats? 

What happened to one piece bathing suit 
‘Monday and no clothes on the line? 
‘When did stores start opening Sundays? 
When did plastic bags replace paper? 
‘No more trains going through town? 

‘Why are the mills standing idle? 

Why does Christmas start in October? 
‘Why are so many houses for sale? 

(Can you still buy oilcloth? 

‘A 42¢ stamp? 
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iWhat happened to Manners? 

Why are all the boys wearing tee shirts 

What happened to Main Street? 

Where are all the farms? 

Where are all the fields and apple 

orchards? 

Where's the big black kitchen stove? 

Does anyone iron clothes now? 

When did college kids start lacking 

finesse? 

Where is the push lawn mower? 

What is Lyme disease, heart worm and 
Parvo? 

Why is it so expensive to own a dog? 
Doesn't anyone own a dish pan? 

Where's the neighborhood drug store? 
What's happening to newspapers? 

When did typewriters become electric? 
Air conditioned houses and cars? 
Where's W.T. Grants and the 5 & 10? 
Why can't kids do simple math? 

Why can't I understand kid's language? 
Why do people use foul language? 

Why are there so many big trucks on 
the road? 

When did mothers start working? 

Why don't people dress to go to church 
ny more? 

Where are all the ticks coming from? 

Why are people talking on the phone 

while driving? 

Why does time go by so fast? 


ancestors 
back 


pants? 
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Bellingham Center view -1969- 


Depot Court Elderly Housing Complex under 
construction, early 1969. 
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Center School Note: The school bell on the apie f oH 
display at the historical museum. New highway truc 


1969 


Combination Fire and Police Station at Bellingham Center. 
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Brother's of the Brush parade for burial of the razor on 
Wrentham St. in South Bellingham. 


Note: Bellingham Meats and the Assumption Church buildings 
are both gone. Wrentham St. in South Bellingham. 
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Almacs Super Market at Bellingham Center 
Present site of the Town Common 


Bi-Centennial 1969 Parade at the Center 
Note: Cumberland Farms on left (Thayer's 
Store) Texaco Gas Station on right the 
present site of the Ben Franklin Bank. 


History of the Bellingham Fire Department 


(Continued from issue #179 


Written by Fire Chief Richard F. Ranieri 
subbed 


In 1999 the department responded to 1629 calls with 1108 of them being rescue 
calls. 


Fire prevention activities continued and a SAFE grant was received by Chief 
Ranieri in the sum of $2,668. 


The second year of the replacement program for the Personal Protective clothing | 
was completed. 


The Town and the Union came to an agreement so that the department could 
upgrade its Emergency Medical services to the Advanced Life Support Level (ALS). The 
Town hired three firefighter/paramedics for the first time in its history. Hired were 
Richard Corcoran, Daniel Donovan and Gregory Prew. They started in July and began 
the 11 week recruit class at the MA Firefighting Academy. They will graduate in 
February 2000. In anticipation of going ALS the Town has appropriated funds to 
purchase ALS equipment and medications. The Town also committed to send four (4) 
current personnel to paramedic school. This was a milestone for emergency medical care 


for the taxpayers and a large commitment on behalf of the Selectmen to fund this 
program. 


Capital Outlay requests were submitted for a new rescue vehicle, air packs and a 


new state of the art radio system. The new rescue would replace the current rescue which 
will be kept as a backup. 


In March 1999 the new pumper was put into service as Engine 2. It replaced 
Engine 1 which was a 1979 quick attack pumper. 


In January the department responded to a house fire on Yvonne Rd. In March a 
juvenile was apprehended for pulling a false alarm. In April high winds and dry 
conditions resulted in a 200 acre brush fire to the rear of the practice fields at the high 


school. Assistance was provided by Franklin, Blackstone, Wrentham and the State 
Forestry department. 


In July mutual aid was provided to Milford for numerous brush fires and to 
Hopedale for a house fire. 


2000 


The department responded to 1680 calls with 1203 being rescue calls. 


Deputy Guerin and Chief Ranieri conducted many plan reviews and inspections 
during the year. Fire Education activities continued in the schools conducted by 
Firefighter Michael Marcet. Chief Ranieri obtained a SAFE grant in the amount of 
$4,542 which was used to fund a portion of the program. 
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Training was conducted in defibrillator recertification and EMT refresher course 
instructed by Lt. Michael Delorme. Specialized training in Vehicle Extrication and Ice 
Rescue was conducted by Firefighter Chris Milot. Department members participated in 
educational classes at the MA Fire Academy as well as Firefighter Safety and Survival 
Classes sponsored by the Providence Fire Department and the Worcester Fire 
Department. 


The Self contained breathing apparatus was replaced with new state of the art 
equipment. 


On March 31, 2000 the department made history by implementing its first ever 
shift with paramedic coverage. This was a major improvement in providing an increased 
level of emergency care. During the course of the year 2000 several lives were saved and 
the higher level of care improved the outcome of many calls. 


The department hired two more firefighter/medics (Paul Lachapelle and Kevin 
Haley) in July which increased the number of medics to five (5). This allowed 24 
hour/day staffing of paramedics on all shifts. Both of them completed the MFA recruit 
class and are certified to FF I & FF II level. 


All department EMTs participated in an ALS assistant course which allows them 
to assist the paramedics in performing their function under a Paramedic/Basic waiver. 


FF Chris Mach and Joseph Altomonte started in Paramedic school in October. 


The large diameter hose program was completed where all pumpers were 
equipped with LDH. 


Through the efforts of the Selectmen, Finance Committee and taxpayers, the 
department replaced all of its air packs and purchased a new radio system. Both of these 
purchases went a long way to improve the safety of the firefighters. 


Firefighter Michael Delorme was promoted to Lieutenant in November. 


The Town also gave money to the department to fund a shift lieutenant supervisor 
on all shifts. This helped to improve accountability and training of personnel. 


2001 


The department responded to 1821 calls with 1278 being rescue calls. 


A SAFE grant was received in the sum of $2,558 and was used to fund fire 
education activities in the schools. Fire safety training was again sponsored by MFA, 
Providence and Worcester Fire Departments in FF Safety and Survival. 


The department hired two more FF/medics in November---Eric Burgess and John 
Glennon. Firefighters Chris Mach and Joe Altomonte successfully passed the 
requirements of the ALS program. This brings the total number of paramedics to 8. 


Lt. Andre Genereux retired in February after 23 years of service as a full time 
firefighter. His dedication to the department was truly appreciated. 


1 appointed four (4) privates to Lieutenants in January 2001. Appointed were 
Joseph Robidoux, Michael Marcet, Chris Milot and Eric Provost. 
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Chief Ranieri received a FF Safety grant in the sum of $30,899 and the money 
was used to purchase one (1) MSA thermal imager, (40) 35 ft. personal escape ropes, (2) 
Ice rescue suits with 200 ft. of tether line, (1) four gas meter and (5) more portable 
radios. 


The new radio system was installed and put into service. All firefighters were 
issued their own portable radio to be used at emergency scenes. This will greatly enhance 
the safety of personnel while operating at emergency scenes. 


Two new statutes were presented to Town meeting and adopted. These laws 
require any building over 7,500 square feet and any residential building with 4 or more 
living units be fully sprinklered. This will greatly enhance safety of the occupants of 
these buildings. 


The specs were advertised for a new rescue vehicle and bids were opened on 
December 10". 


The department responded to a chimney fire that got into the walls at 6 Edgewood 
Road. A woman owner/occupant of a house at 71 Center St. was charged with arson of a 
dwelling. She was convicted and sentenced. 


In May three (3) juveniles were arrested for lighting a brush fire at 166 North 
Main St. In September a RI man was arrested for burning an automobile at St. Jean the 
Baptist Cemetery. In December the department responded to a structure fire at 252 Lake 
St. 


2002 

The department responded to 1825 calls of which 1266 were rescue calls. 

FF Chris Mach was appointed Public Education Coordinator and continued the 
public education programs. A new program was started for high school seniors on the 
hazards of college dormitory living. 

The department hired Peter Nay to replace a member who left the department. 
Two full time members retired during the year. Lt Michael Marcet served as a full time 
firefighter since 1993. Firefighter Richard Marcoux retired after serving as a full time 


firefighter since 1977. 


Firefighter Steven Gentile was appointed acting lieutenant in February and gained 
permanent status in October. 


Victor DaCosta and Doug Perro were added as call firefighters. 


The new rescue was purchased and put into service in July. The older rescue was 
kept as a backup. 
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In February a house fire occurred on Brittany Rd. and a dryer fire occurred at 
Pizzeria Uno. In March 4 juveniles were apprehended for a brush fire at 83 Blackstone 
St. In April 2 juveniles were apprehended for a brush fire at 47 Blackstone St. In August 
a house fire occurred at 15 Pelletier Dr. and 501 Pulaski Blvd. In September a house fired 
occurred at 235 Depot St. 


A string of suspicious fires in the Laurel Ln. area from August to December in 
houses under construction resulted in a youth being charged for setting some of the fires. 


2003 
The department responded to 1687 calls with 1192 being rescue calls. 


A SAFE grant was received in the sum of $1,305 and was used to continue the 
fire education objectives of the department. 


Lt. Steven Gentile was appointed as EMS Coordinator and FF John Glennon was 
appointed as ALS Coordinator. 


Specialized training was provided in Ice rescue techniques. The lieutenants 
conducted in service “live burns” training at the Milford Fire Dept. training tower. 


The department hired two firefighter/medics in January. Hired were James Perry 
and Bethany Cloutier. 


Firefighter Ernest Hadley retired as a full time firefighter after being appointed in 
1977. He remained on as a call firefighter. Jared Liberti was appointed to the call 
department. 


In February the department responded to two house fires; one on Ruthellen Rd. 
and one on Apache Rd. Both were the results of fire spreading from the chimney into the 
walls. In March a serious house fire occurred on Jeanine Rd. In April there was a house 
fire on Cedar Hill Rd. In July a house fire occurred on South Main St. as a result of 
careless smoking. An arson fire took place at the Chowder Bowl Restaurant in July. In 
November a fire occurred on Woodland Rd. as a result of careless disposal of smoking 
materials. 


2004 
The department responded to 1797 calls of which 1264 were rescue calls. 


A SAFE grant in the sum of $1,305 was received to continue the department’s 
educational goals. 


Fire Chief Richard Ranieri successfully completed the process that awarded him 
the professional designation of “Chief Fire Officer”. The Commission of Chief Fire 
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Officer Designation met in February to officially confer the designation on Chief Ranieri. 
At that time Chief Ranieri was one of only 401 Chief Fire Officer Designees world wide. 


Defibrillator and Ice Rescue training was held as well as a live burn at the Milford 
FD burn building. Several MA Fire Academy classes were held in the department as well. 


Nicholas Ceurvels was appointed as a call firefighter. 


In March the department responded to a house fire on Silver Lake Rd. and on 
Mendon Street. Two juveniles were charged with setting a car on fire on Farm St. in 
June. In July a house fire occurred on South Main St. from careless smoking. In October 
an electrical fire was the cause of a house fire on Maple St. 
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The department responded to 1797 calls of which 1264 were rescue calls. 

A SAFE grant was received by Chief Ranieri in the sum of $1,305. This money 
was again used to further the public fire education activities of the department. 


Deputy Thomas Guerin retired from the department on January Ph Deputy 
Guerin was a member of the department from 1970-2005. He served as the first full time 
Deputy Chief of the department from 1997 until his retirement. 


Steven Garon was appointed as Deputy on January 20, 2005. He is a long 
standing member of the fire service having previously served in RI. 


The department had several major construction projects take up a lot of time. JPI 
constructed five (5) three story buildings housing over 200 apartments. The Dunkin 
Donuts Distribution Center was constructed on Depot Street. The 99 Restaurant 
Distribution Center was constructed on Mechanic St. These facilities pose a major impact 
on the work load of the department inspections. 


The department responded to Lizotte Drive and Lake Street in January and 
February for house fires. Several students were charged with setting two fires in the 
Middle School. They were referred through the court to a juvenile fire setter program. 

In September the department responded to a house fire on Silver Lake Rd. In October the 
department responded to a house fire on Lake Street. on Linwood Ave. A garage fire 
occurred on Muron Ave. in December. 
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The department responded to 1801 calls of which 1336 were for rescue calls. 
A SAFE grant in the sum of $2,668 was received to further fire prevention 
activities. 
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The Ethan Allan Distribution Center was constructed on Mechanic St. A new 
Walgreen’s Pharmacy started construction. F.W. Webb purchased the former Bradford 
Novelty Building on South Maple St. and revamped the sprinkler and fire alarm system. 
There is a proposal being put forth for 80-100 shops, restaurants and parking facilities 
behind the Home Depot Plaza. This project if approved will have a major impact on the 
FD. It will increase inspections, calls, response times, etc. 


The program for College Dormitory Safety was presented by FF Chris Mach to 
the high school seniors. A new program involving a “Mock Accident” was offered to the 
senior class before prom and graduation dates. It depicted a high school student operating 
a vehicle under the influence of alcohol resulting in a fatal accident. The program showed 
the impact to the students and parents that occurred when two students “died” in the 
accident. Through the help of the school students, staff, Cartier’s Funeral Home and fire 
department members, an impact was made to all that attended. 


Fire Alarm Superintendent William Borkowski retired from the department after 
48 years of service. He joined the department in 1958 as a call firefighter. He was 
appointed Fire Alarm Supt. In 1978 serving in that role until December. He was 
appointed a call Lieutenant in 1982 and served in that role until he left active firefighting 
in 2000. I want to thank him for his dedication to the department for all those years. 


I again submitted a request for four (4) more full time personnel. This request has 
been submitted now for the last several years but was not supported by the Selectmen due 
to budget constraints. 


As I approached my 30" year as Fire Chief I look back on the many 
accomplishments. The Town added full time around the clock coverage for the first time 
in 1977. The Town added more personnel, replaced outdated pumpers and added an 
aerial ladder to the department’s arsenal. Shift lieutenants were added to the groups to 
provide accountability and enhance shift training for the members. All air packs and 
personal protective equipment with state of the art equipment. 


The addition of thermal imaging technology has been helpful in department 
operations. Personal Safety ropes as well as portable radios were purchased to enhance 
the safety of firefighters in emergency situations. 


Public education efforts were expanded into all of the elementary schools on a 
year round basis; not just one week out of the year. New programs were set up to provide 
training to high school seniors in dealing with college dormitory hazards and safety. A 
“mock accident” program provided a realistic insight into the impact that drunk driving 
can have on family members, friends, etc. 


Two federal grants were received to set up a Rope Rescue/Confined Space rescue 
training program as well as replace all hose, nozzles and equipment on all pumpers at no 
cost to the taxpayers. 
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Perhaps the accomplishment that I am most proud of is the implementation of the 
Advanced Life Support (ALS) pre-hospital care program. This offers the highest level of 
care in the treatment of medical emergencies and trauma. Many lives of have been saved 
and the outcomes favorable due to the ALS intervention. 


In closing, I hope you enjoyed the history update of the department. Many hours 
of work and dedication by the fire department personnel, both past and present, have 
made the department what it is today. None of this would have been possible without the 
support of Town Administrator Denis Fraine, the Selectmen, and other Town boards in 
funding these improvements to allow us to better serve you and keep the firefighters safe. 
I have been proud to be a member for 34 years from 1973 to present. It has been a 
privilege to serve the Town as Fire Chief and you can believe I always did what I felt was 
best for the department and the people that we serve. 


March 14, 2007 


Richard F. Ranieri 
Fire Chief 


March — Women’s History Month 
Quotes from Famous Women 


Abigail Adams — “Remember the Ladies and be 
more generous and favorable to them than your 
ancestors.” 


Maya Angelou — “If you find in your heart to 
care for someone else, you will have 
succeeded.” 


Grandma Moses — “Life is what we make it, 
always has been, always will be.” 


Mother Teresa — “Kind words can be short and 
easy to speak, but their echoes are truly 
endless.” 


Eleanor Roosevelt —- “No one can make you 
feel inferior without your consent.” 


Lucille Ball — “I would rather regret the things I 
have done than the things I have not.” 


Susan B. Anthony — “Men their rights and 
nothing more; women their rights and nothing 
less.” 


Miss Piggy — “Never eat more than you can 
lift” 


A GLIMPSE OF SPRING 
BY 
Beverly Anderson 


I caught a glimpse of Spring today 
As Winter tiptoed on her way. 

There still was ice and snow around, 
But pushing up through frozen ground 
Were crocuses so brave and dear, 
Proclaiming springtime was quite near 
A lovely sight you are, you know, 
Gold flowers shining in the snow; 
God's choice for ushering in Spring, 
Gladness and hope to us you bring 
Assuring us of life anew 

When every Winter is through, 


DEATHS 
William G. Lewis 
L. Jerome Sacco 
Franklyn W. Bliss 
Francis W. Flaherty 
George R. Toomey 
Mark Henderson 
Christina R. Kuhn 
Thomas J. Denoyelle 


Victor P. (Brothers) Brodeur 


DONATIONS 
Ann Meotti-Bernal 
William and Lorena Baldiga 
June Hall Merrick 


ie 


Bellingham Historical Commission 
3 Common Street 4 att E 
Bellingham, MA 02019 ase eS eS 


BELLINGHAM, MA 
PERMIT NO. 15 


oe 


BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION MUSEUM 
OLD LIBRARY 


BRING THE FAMILY FOR A TOUR OF YOUR 
LOCAL HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS 


Open the first Sunday of every month 
1p-m. tor 3p... ore 


